CHELTENHAM ASSOCIATION FOOTBALL LEAGUE

Minutes of  the Management Committee Meeting held at the Victory Club, Cheltenham, on Wednesday 6th March, 2013.
Attendees: N.Oram, J.Hunt, P.Tustain, A.Clayton, B.Hill, M.Neave, I.Swales, P.Daly, T.Holmes, B.Overington, T.Onions, D.Vaux, I.Hamilton.
Apologies: B.Attwood, G.Cook.
Matters Arising from the minutes. 
Pete Daly provided a list of the amount of medals we require for the end of season League and Cup Winners and Runners up. This was also passed to John Hunt and Alan Clayton. John to get a quote from Don Brownings, Alan to get a quote from the Evesham Company, Ian to get a quote from Trohpy Finder and Pete to get a quote from Macron. 
Pete to report back on the ownership of the Trophy Dye with Macron. 

League Secretary emailed all clubs with mandatory attendance for club meeting. 

See GFA in regards to charge proven against Referee Andy Smith. This Committee will now have to decide going forward with Andy Smith in regards to consideration of using him again on the League. 

League Secretary emailed Northway with the Committee’s concerns regarding how they are dealing with league business. No reply has so far been received. Northway will be called in to a future meeting as their Secretary is texting vice emailing. Official League Business is to be completed vial email. 
Pete Daly to find out from Liam Beams how much he wanted for his trip to FC Barometrics when the game had already been cancelled. 

League Secretary emailed Prestbury Rovers with the concerns regarding them being able to fulfil all of their home fixtures as they have suffered a lot of postponements. Response received indicated that they felt they would not have a problem fulfilling their fixtures and would look for alternative pitch availability if there was an issue. 
All Clubs emailed in regards to security of their valuables at grounds, this has been extremely concerning at CBC grounds and clubs were encouraged to engage with the CBC to identify what steps they could take to improve this. 
League Secretary.
My main task has been the large amount of correspondence as detailed below under correspondence. 
Macron provided a medal quote and they wanted the order in by 25th Feb to guarantee mid April delivery.
John Hunt discussed this to Don Brownings who said they could beat it and get the same dye as they use the same company. 

Direct Source UK also provided a quote. They have everything in stock and can deliver within 10 days or ordering. They can also produce extra on demand. 

Decision made to go with Don Brownings. Action on John Hunt to arrange this and place the order. 
New league tie for committee members approved and an order will go in. 
Following League General Secretary and Registration Secretary’s trip to GFA HQ for the Star appeal that lasted less than 5 minutes, a discussion on  our future posture in regards to appeals will be held under AOB. 
Reports circulated from the Future Sub Development Committee Meeting and the Charity Sub Committee Meeting. These will need discussing/formally adopting at this meeting.
Correspondence
Received this from Bibury :

We have been informed, via the Cirencester League that the Wilts FA are preparing to start an Under 21 League next season. 

We believe that this will ruin the local leagues if this spreads throughout the Country. 

If you agree with us, perhaps, the Cheltenham League could start a campaign to ensure sure an idea does not progress any further. 

This was noted, but no further action will be taken by the Cheltenham League. 

Also received from Bibury a repeat of the requests for Charity Cup rule to be changed to allow players to be signed on beside the pitch on match day as well as the request to relegate clubs if they withdraw after the AGM. 
Bibury would have to propose this and get a seconder at the AGM for both of their proposals. 
Question from Kings in regards to having a referee appointed to one of their home games and cost of £38 which he thought was unsustainable. He gave the suggestion of keeping that Referee North of Cheltenham. 

Committee felt that as the Referee is registered with the Cheltenham League, then he can be assigned to any of our fixtures. It was felt that Kings would likely only get him once a season anyway. League Secretary to email Kings with this information. 

Email from Richard Webb – Chairman of Hestersway United with their own Club meeting minutes and asking the League  to send all correspondence to his email address as Shane Cashman’s computer is broken. New email address will be put onto the website this weekend, but is : richwebb2010@googlemail.com. Richard will take over the Secretarial duties of Hestersway United until further notice. 
Email from Ryan Blake (Cheltonians) in regards to getting fined for marking a club referee, why do they get a £30 admin fee for late payment. Who makes the decision when they mark a referee 60 or under if the reason is not good enough? 

I did advise Ryan he was quite at liberty to propose a new rule and provide full wording. He also says the rules are not easy to understand. All the League Officers indicated they are happy to work with Ryan with any issues he has and to provide advise/help where required. 
Invoice received from Tewkesbury Town in relation to the monies Northway owe them for replaying a fixture that they had played with an in-eligible player earlier on in the season. The invoice seemed fair enough, so Tewkesbury Town advised to pass it directly to Northway and let the League know when it is settled. 
New Secretary at Bourton Rovers : Jack Galpin brfcsportssec@hotmail.com 07580 639163
16 Melville Estate
Bourton on the Water
Glos
GL54 2ET.

Ben Hill checked out and approved on behalf of the League a substitute ground for Staunton & Corse at Bromsberrow, approx 5 miles from their ground due to the present weather affected state of their current pitch. 

Email from Dave Pitts regarding the sorry state of the pitches at Naunton Park, especially when youth teams play on the pitches in the morning. CBC had moved Leckhampton to KGV because of this issue. Dave to keep the pitch situation under review. 

Email from GFA RDO requesting all referee marks no later than Wednesday 13th March. Action on Pete Daly to ensure this date is made. 
Email received from Hestersway United on Feb 5th Feb asking for March 16th to be kept free as it currently is, as one of their lads is getting married. Subsequent email received on 26th Feb asking if they can play a game on that date? John confirmed they have no game on March 16th. 
Report received from Star FC in regards to their match v Northway and an annoying, aggressive, gobby supporter sent away from the touchline. Pete checked with the match referee who was happy with the action he took on the day and would not be reporting it further to the GFA. 

Email received from Marc Lane at Tewkesbury Town in regards to the postponement of their Charity Cup game v Prestbury Rovers. There seems to be a few different stories going around on this. 
The League have fully investigated this including speaking to the Match referee (who turned up at the game) and staff at Tewkesbury School. The investigation actually found that a playable pitch was available on the day and this pitch had also been passed fit by the match referee. Therefore decision made to award Prestbury Rovers a walkover and they proceed into the next round. Action on Pete Daly to find out what the referees’ expenses were and to ensure Tewkesbury Town are presented with the bill. 
Report received from a referee in regards two extra holes for goal posts covered by metal plates at the side of both main goalposts on side nearest the changing rooms at Bibury. The Referee thought it could be dangerous. League Secretary refereed a game up there and examined the situation. He felt they are low down and do not represent a danger. Also should Bibury get into the GNSL next season the pitch is evidently being lengthened and the holes will be filled in. Suggest no further action at this time, but review it if necessary. 
Shurdington Players had items stolen whilst playing away at FC Barometrics. Clear guidance was not given in regards to asking for a key behind the bar. On checking this out with Chris Hockey, he agreed to ensure that clear guidance is given in the future and he is going to raise this and other matters with their landlord (Cheltenham RFC).
Emailed John Finegan at Winchcombe School in asking for a price and availability on using the all weather pitch at Winchcombe for possible Charity Cup Semi-Finals, show the weather prevent Bishops Cleeve being used. The cost of £45 per hour was thought prohibitive as it would eat into our Charity donation.

Email complaint received in regards to the showers in the away changing room at St. Marks changing rooms at KGV when a team were playing Hatherley. There is still a problem with the facility down there so Hatherley Rangers and FC Lakeside were going to look at providing changing/showering facilities in the main block at KGV until the situation is resolved. It was correctly pointed out that either FC Lakeside or Hatherley would then have to pay CBC for this usage. Action on B. Overington to find out the resolution and report back to the Committee. 
Email received from the GFA in regards to one of our new referees who had only passed his exam on the Friday evening being assaulted by a Fintan player on his first game on the Saturday. GFA are investigating this, so no further comment until they have completed their procedures. Further comments from the same player and others found on Twitter had also been forwarded to the GFA. 

Email received from Ryan Blake (Cheltonians) requesting permission to move from Swindon Village to KGV. CBC and the League agreed this could happen. 

Email received reporting Julian Alsop playing some games in Division 6 without International Clearance. GFA confirmed this fact and Leckhampton have been charged by the FA. We now need to establish exactly how many games and charge the club accordingly. 

Email received from Newton in regards to proposed rule change: When a cup game is called off, for whatever reason, I believe the game should automatically be played at the away team's home ground (implications permitting), where the original scheduled home team should foot the bill for the referee. This will then leave the pitch hire costs for the original away team and I think everybody will be a winner. I hope this makes sense and I trust you will raise this with the committee at your earliest convenience. Newton advised to raise this at the AGM, but they would need a seconder to go to a vote.
Email received from Tewkesbury Town asking if Tewkesbury Town 3rds got a promotion slot to Div 5 next season and Tewkesbury Town reserves got relegated, is there a possibility if they became Priors Park FC again, can they carry on in Div 5. They were  informed him they would have to resign and re-apply. 
Email received from Adrian Thomas (Falcons) in relation to a letter from CBC which may result in additional costs being added to their account and his credit rating being adversely affected if their bill for pitch hire is not paid. League Secretary informed Adrian that as he assumed the rest of our clubs are fine and this is between his club and the CBC. Adrian then said, so the CAFL have no objection to the secretaries of its clubs being threatened with legal action, etc over the late payment of invoices. League Secretary re-iterated that this was between the club and the CBC.  Adrian was dismayed at my lack of concern that he should be receiving such letters on the back of a deal brokered with CBC on behalf of the clubs and the league. League Secretary said to him that we are not involved with other pitch users and this is the idea with the CBC situation, furthermore, why should the league devote more time to some clubs over others. 
Email received in regards to a Referee. This was questioning his ability to continue refereeing on the league when he struggles to even walk around the pitch. Action on Referees’ Secretary to follow this up and report back at the next meeting. 
Facebook comments made between Andoversford and Tewkesbury Town all handed over to the GFA. 

Email received in regards to Priors misconduct and general behaviour in the game v Cheltonians. Referee was an officially appointed referee who is going to report it to the GFA. One figure involved has only just returned from a long ban from his actions in an abandoned game v Welland from last season. 
GFA
A GFA Disciplinary Commission met last Monday to consider the charge raised for the report of overcharging of match offences by Andrew Smith.

The charge was found Proved and the Commission suspended Mr Smith for a period of 14 days from 28/1/2013 to 10/2/2013 and imposed a fine of £25.00.  The suspension applies to all football activity including acting as a referee.

Now that Gloucestershire FA have dealt with the matter and imposed an official suspension, I hope that the action that the Cheltenham League has taken can be reconsidered and Mr Smith will be appointed as referee to matches in this League again (once the suspension is over).
Regards,
Chris Lucker I Operations Manager
I informed the GFA that we would discuss the above at this meeting. Action on League Secretary to email Andrew Smith telling him that this is his last chance and that he must send details of his expenses after each game to the League Secretary until the end of the season. 
League Secretary and League President attended the GFA Council meeting on Thursday 21st February. 
A moment of reflection was observed by all Councillors in memory of our own John Crowther. 

The main highlights of the meeting were:

GFA HQ 4G pitch still very much moving forward and plans are ongoing.

GFA Benevolent Fund being in a healthy state, so clubs were urged to donate to this fund with their affiliation for the new season so any players injured can benefit from the fund. 

There would be no change in club affiliation fee for next season. 

Referees match fees would be unchanged at £22, but the mileage would go up by one whole pence to 36p per mile. 

There was a small presentation on the Whole Game System which would act in association with Full-time eventually to make more enhancements to player registration, club affiliation, etc. The GFA would like to present this to our League at a future date. (Some Councillors who do not obviously run leagues were worried this would take the running of the game away from the GFA)
Rule Offences
January/February Rule Offences: 

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 5i: Late Payment of Invoices – Fine £15 and suspended: 

29/01/13 – Andoversford

03/02/13 – Hesters Way United (cheque bounced)

18/02/13 – Bourton Rovers (invoice no. 11181 - £15)

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 10b:

i. Late Kick-offs (away team): 12/01/13 – Div 2 Shurdington Rovers (4 minutes late -  fine £6)
The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 10d – failure to contact the opposition secretary three days prior to the playing of a match. Fine £5.

15/12/2012 – Minor Charities Cup Cheltenham Civil Service (no email); 05/01/13 – Div 6 Andoversford (email sent 03/01/13), Prestbury Rovers (email sent 03/01/13); 19/01/2012 – Div 2 Northleach Town (email sent 17/01/13), Brockworth Albion (email sent 18/01/13), Div 5 Newlands Athletic (email sent 17/01/13), Div 6 Prestbury Rovers (email sent 17/01/13); 26/01/2012 – Div 3 WMK (email sent 24/01/13), Minor Charities Cup Newlands Athletic (email sent 24/01/13), Senior Charities Cup Newton FC (email sent 24/01/13); 02/02/13 – Div 2 Upton Town (email sent 31/01/13), Div5 Newlands Athletic (email sent 31/01/13), Div 5 Smiths Athletic (email sent 31/01/13) Div 6 Regency Town (email sent 31/01/13) Junior Charities Cup Naunton Park Rovers (email sent 31/01/13); 09/02/13 – Div 3 Villagereal (email sent 07/02/13), Div 4 Sherborne Harriers (email sent 07/02/13);16/02/13 – Div 6 Fintan (email sent 15/02/13)
The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 10e – Playing in a match with less than eleven players. Fine £5 for each player missing. 05/01/13 – Div 5 Smiths Athletic (10 Players); 16/02/13 – Div 4 AC Olympia (10 players)
The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 10f: Failure to fulfil a fixture. Fined £15 and 3 points deducted (first offence): 09/02/13 - Div 5 Hesters Way United
The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 10f: Failure to fulfil a fixture. Fined £20 and 4 points deducted (second offence): 12/01/13 - Div 5 Winchcombe Town

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 11a - failure to complete Result cards correctly.  Fine £5 for each offence

Club Referee Named: 12/01/13 - Div 5 Northway, Junior Charities Cup Priors

Club Referee Marked: 12/01/13 - Div 5 Northway, Junior Charities Cup Priors; 09/02/13 - Div 5 Newlands Athletic,

Incorrect Referees Name: 02/02/13 - Div 1 Northway (named M. Dickenson was I Clapton), Div 4 Tewkesbury Town (named M. Murray was club referee)

No Registration Numbers: 05/01/13 - Div 6 Andoversford (1)

No Sportsmanship Marks: 02/02/13 - Div 3 Belmore; 09/02/13 - Div 5 Northway

Referee Marks 60 or less with no letter: 05/01/13 - Div 2 Churchdown Panthers

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 11b: Failure to Notify the Results Secretary of results or postponements within 2 ½ hours of stipulated kick off time:  

Fined £5 (first offence):

16/02/13 - Div 5 Shurdington Rovers (SMS received 17.38); 23/02/13 - Div 2 Winchcombe Town (SMS received 17.52), Div 4 Cheltenham Civil Service (SMS received 17.49), 

Fined £15 (third offence):

12/01/13 - Div 4 Bredon (SMS received 16.37); 23/02/13 Div 5 - Hesters Way United (SMS received 17.39)

Fined £25 (fifth offence):

23/02/13 - Div 4 Bourton Rovers (SMS received 19.06)

Fined £30 (sixth offence):

16/02/13 - Div 6 Fintan (SMS 0-5 correct score 0-6)
The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 11c: Failure to submit a Match Result card to the Registration Secretary within 5 days of a match.  Fine £10: 

05/01/13 - Div 5 Hesters Way United; 12/01/13 - Div 2 Newton FC; 02/02/13 - Div 4 Bourton Rovers, Minor Charities Cup Hesters Way United; 09/02/13 - Div 6 Kingshill Sports

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with Rule 11e – Failure to submit team sheets to League Results Secretary within 5 days: Fine £10:

12/01/13 - Div 2 Newton FC (received 18/01/13); 02/02/13 - Div 4 Bourton Rovers; 16/02/13 - Div 3 Belmore
The following clubs have been charged in accordance with Rule 11e – Failure to submit team sheets to the match referee at least 15 minutes before stated kick off time: Fine £10 
12/01/13 - Div2 Shurdington Rovers; 16/01/13 - Div 1 Falcons

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 13j: Failure to submit correctly completed Club Referee's Card within 5 days of the match. Fine £10:
05/01/13 - Div 5 Winchcombe Town (no score); 12/01/13 - Div 5 Shurdington Rovers (no score, no number of players); 02/02/13 – 02/02/13 Div 3 Belmore (no score, no number of players); Div 4 Charlton Rovers (no score), Div 5 Hatherley FC (no score, no number of players); 09/02/13 Div 4 Cheltonians (no score, no number of players), Div 5 Shurdington Rovers (no score, no number of players)

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with Charities Cup rule 8d: Failure to fulfil a fixture. Fined £15: 02/02/13 - Junior Charities Cup AC Olympia

The following Clubs have been charged a £30 administration fee following suspension from the League for Rule Offences: Andoversford, Hesters Way United, Bourton Rovers
Treasurers Report
Nothing to report.
Referees
New trophy for referee of the year as we are still using the old Hospital Cup. Action on Pete to come up with some ideas and prices.
Any referee who has an issue on match day such as not enough players, no first aid kit, etc needs to reported on the referees report form. This then needs to be sent to either Alan Clayton or Ian Swales. Action on Pete to let Referees know this. 

New League Rules for next season
Email sent from Nick Oram to discuss. These were discussed and some changes were made. These will have to be sent into the GFA for the rules committee to verify. 
Fixtures
A request by Whaddon United Reserves to re-arrange their fixture on the 6th April was turned down. 
A request by Leckhampton for their game v Welland to kick-off later than 6.30pm was turned down as the league rules clearly state that 6.30pm is the latest time a League game can kick off. 

John has one game to re-arrange and that is the Broken fixture that was cancelled by Gloucester Elmleaze on 2/3/13 due to failure of communications between Gloucester Elmleaze and their joint users of their pitch who had a County Cup game on the same day. 

The season will end with the Senior Charity Cup Final on Friday 10th May. 
Results 
Nothing to report. 

Registrations
Clarification that the deadline for Registrations and Transfers was 31st March and not the 1st March. Action on League Secretary to email all clubs with that fact.
Future Development Sub Committee Minutes Adoption

These were formally adopted and passed. 

Charity Cup Sub Committee Minutes Adoption

These were formally adopted and passed. 
Any Other Business
Situation as above when the league lost the appeal case at the GFA was discussed at length. Action on League Secretary to email the GFA and ask if others from the League Managment Committee could represent the League and that this should not just fall on the League Secretary to attend each time.  
Trophy cabinet for Victory club and cessation of Big Yellow Storage Company. 
This was still outstanding in terms of the cabinet and quotes still need to be received. The Big Yellow Storage Company costs were rising and they are now nearly £1000 per year. It was felt that a spend to save on the Cabinet would be a good investment. Action on League Treasurer to look at exactly what funding will be available and report back to the Future Development Sub-Committee. 
Prizes for League winners, cup winners, referee of the year, etc. This to be passed t the Future Development Sub-Committee. 
Smiths Athletic Secretary reported that their GNSL Team Manager and Assistant Manager had left their club and moved to Leonard Stanley. Unfortunately the Assistant Manager was going to take over the Secretarial duties when the Secretary was unavailable for a few weeks. This has now passed to the old Smiths Secretary, but the Committee was asked if they could provide help and assistance if requied. 
NEXT MEETING – Management Meeting Wednesday 27th March 2013 at 7.00pm
NEXT MEETING – Future Development Sub-Committee Wednesday 20th March 2013 at 7.00pm

NEXT MEETING – Charity Sub-Committee Wednesday 20th March 2013 at 7.00pm

