CHELTENHAM ASSOCIATION FOOTBALL LEAGUE

Minutes or the Management Committee Meeting held at the Victory Club, Cheltenham, on Wednesday 11th January, 2012.
Attendees    G.Cook, I.Hamilton, P.Tustain, J. Hunt, M.Neave, T.Onions, B.Overington, N.Oram, B.Hill
Apologies    J.Crowther, D.Barrett, A.Clayton, B.Attwood, P.Daly.
Matters Arising from the minutes. 
League Secretary emailed Newton regarding allegation of offering financial incentives to sign players on. Newton Secretary replied denying that was the case. 

League Secretary emailed Referee who provided a satisfactory answer to his claims for officiating at a Tivoli Rovers fixture. Tivoli Secretary accepted the answer and referee reminded he only has to ask our Referees’ Secretary if he is after a fixture at a particular location to save him from having to travel. 
Congratulations card sent to League Treasurer in regards to the birth of his new daughter. 

Survey on Swindon Village Pitches completed by League Secretary and sent to CBC.

League Secretary to check with Referees’ Secretary if Nick Peters has now finishing refereeing on the league so a letter of thanks can be sent to him. 

Shurdington Rovers changed their Club Secretary to Dave Vaux. 

League Secretary.

Charity Cup Sub Committee Report – issued and adopted by the Management Committee.
Sponsorship Money Sub Committee Report – issued and adopted by the Management Committee.
GFA Chris Lucker has reported on actions taken by the GFA – See GFA section further on for this. 

 

 Correspondence
Appeal by Hatherley in relation to the two items they were penalised for, following the League Management Meeting on 23/11/11. They were:
Failure to inform the Assistant Secretary of match postponement – fined £15. Failure to fulfil a fixture – fined £15 and 3 points deducted. 

Attending the appeal on behalf of Hatherley were Luke Worgan (Secretary) and Stuart Worgan (Treasurer).
Hatherley set out their case and provided good evidence as to the reasons their game v Fintan did not go ahead on Saturday 12/11/11. 

The League Management Committee accepted the reasons given, pointing out ways to resolve this in a better way in the future.  The Committee nevertheless have been impressed the way the club have been run during its first season in the League. 
The Committee decided that the first fine of £15 under rule 10F stands with failing to inform the Assistant Secretary of match postponement. However, the 2nd fine of £15 and 3 points deducted is rescinded, but the appeal fee is lost. 

Fintan are now charged with failing to fulfil a fixture, fined £15 and 3 points deducted.

Letter received from Don Fletcher (GFA Cups Committee) to the league after he received correspondence from Bibury regarding the GFA allowing games to be postponed on the weekend Cheltenham travelled to play Spurs. 
The League Management Committee took a dim view of this letter as the GFA had indeed supported the Cheltenham League in agreeing to these matches being postponed to allow Teams the opportunity to travel to Tottenham to watch the game. Action on League Secretary to write to Bibury Chairman to convey this message to Bibury. 
GFA

Hesters Way United were informed by the GFA via email copied to the League Secretary, that player Richard Webb was banned by the GFA, but this player played on Saturday 17th December as Hesters Way Secretary had not seen the email as he was away. Hesters Way will be charged with failing to inform the League Secretary of an alternative contact to deal with his teams correspondence in his absence. 
Hesters Way United won the game 8-0 against Hatherley, but it was further found on the team-sheet that was requested by the GFA that Mike Hackett also played in the same game even though he was also suspended. 

Hesters Way United will be issued with charges relating to the failure to comply with the suspensions. 

League Management Committee decided on fining Hesters Way United £30 (£15 for each player), 7 points deducted and the game to be replayed. Club secretary also fined £10 for failing to inform League Secretary of his absence and a new point of contact. 
GFA Chris Lucker confirmed that Jack Townsend was serving a Sine Die ban on Saturday 10th September 2011, when he actually played for Belmore against Tivoli Rovers at KG5. 

Therefore League Management Committee ruled that Belmore shall be minus 3 points, the game will be replayed, Belmore fined £15 and Belmore to pay costs for reply. 

 

 GFA Chris Lucker confirmed that the charge raised against Cheltenham Saracens for the participation of Robert Bourne is listed as not proved.  The correct spelling of the surname was advised in response to the charge and explains the change you have observed
 

Chris also confirmed that both cases were reviewed by GFA disciplinary commissions (of which one member is an FA trained disciplinary chairman) independent of the GFA office.  Their decision is based on the evidence supporting the charge and also the plea of appeal and other evidence and information provided in response to the charges by the offenders. 
 

Chris stated that the GFA do act on the reports received from clubs, leagues and referees who witness players taking part in matches when they should be suspended.  Over the past two months, and including the cases you have highlighted, different GFA disciplinary commissions have reviewed a total of 30 charges of player’s playing for Gloucestershire FA clubs whilst suspended.  Of these, 7 have been dismissed as not proven on appeal.  The commissions have found the remaining 23 all proven and the clubs and players sanctioned for this failure to comply with rules and regulations. 
 

The GFA hope that this shows that we do take the reports of players and clubs playing while suspended seriously and we will continue to call the offenders to account for their alleged actions.
 
Rule Offences: 

January Rule Offences: 

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 5h:  Failure to deal satisfactorily with the business of the League Fine at discretion of Management Committee
i) Failure to provide the League with an alternative contact in the absence of Club Secretary – Fined £10: Hesters Way United

ii) Incurring more fines in one meeting than 5 fine limit set by Management Committee for a club with one team in the League. Fine 1 point deducted:  Finlay Rovers (6 fines incurred, 1 point deducted from team in Division One)

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 8b(2) Failure to send registration form 5 days after signing player on at match: 19/11/11 – Div 1 Broadway United

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 8q - playing an ineligible player – Fined £15, points gained from match deducted and further 3 points deducted: 10/09/11 – Div 3 Belmore (J. Townsend suspended); 19/11/11 – Div 1 Broadway United (registration form not received within 5 days); 

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 8q: Playing an ineligible player – Fined £30 (two players), points gained from match deducted and further 4 points deducted: 17/12/11 – Div 6 Hesters Way United (R. Webb & M. Hackett suspended)

The result of the matches concerned were:

10/09/11 – Div 3 Tivoli Rovers 0 – 5 Belmore

19/11/11 – Div 1 Broadway United 4 – 0 Star FC

17/12/11 – Div 6 Hesters Way United 8 – 0 Hatherley FC

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 10b:

i. Late Kick-offs (away team): 07/01/12 – Div 6 Hesters Way United (10 minutes late – fine £6)
ii. Players wearing stress pants that are coloured differently to team shorts. Fine £5 for each player: 28/11/11 – Div 1 Star FC (5 players); 17/12/11 – Div 6 Hatherley FC (2 players)
The following club failed to contact the match official or the Secretary of the opposing Club prior to the playing of a match: Fine £5: 26/11/11 – Div 1 Finlay Rovers; 14/01/12 – Div 6 Hesters Way United
The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 10e: Playing with less than 11 players: 
17/12/11 – Div 3 Charlton Rovers (10 players – fine £20)*

*In the event of a Club playing in a match with less than eleven players they shall be fined £5 for each missing player. This minimum fine shall increase by £5 for each player more than 10 that takes part in a match played at the same time for a team from the same club that is of a lower County Cup Classification. Charlton Rovers fielded 13 players in their Division 6 match.

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 10f: Failure to fulfil a fixture. Fined £15 and 3 points deducted:  12/11/11 – Div 6 Fintan
The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 11a: Failure to complete Result cards correctly.  Fine £5 for each offence:

Club Referee Named: 26/11/11 – Div 1 Finlay Rovers, Div 1 Real Whaddon, 

Club Referee Marked: 19/11/11 – Div 6 Newlands Athletic; 26/11/11 – Div 1 Finlay Rovers, Div 1 Real Whaddon, Div 6 Newlands Athletic

No Sportsmanship Marks: 19/11/11 – Div 3 Belmore

Referee Marks 60 or less with no letter: 26/11/11 – Div 1 Finlay Rovers
No Referee Named: 26/11/11 – Div 3 Cheltenham Civil Service, Div 4 Bredon

No Referees Mark: 26/11/11 – Div 3 Cheltenham Civil Service
The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 11b: Failure to Notify the Results Secretary of results or postponements:  

Fined £5 (first offence): 26/11/11 – Div 4 Cheltenham Civil Service (result received after 16:30); 10/12/11 - Junior Charities Cup Hanley Swan (result received after 16:30) 

Fined £10 (second offence): 10/12/11 – Senior Charities Cup Charlton Rovers (result received after 16:30)

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 11c: Failure to submit a Match Result card to the Registration Secretary within 5 days of a match.  Fine £10: 26/11/11 – Bourton Rovers; 17/12/11 - Div 3 Belmore

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 11f: Failure to submit a correctly completed team sheet to the referee 15 minutes before a match.  Fine £10:  28/11/11 – Div 1 Gloucester Elmleaze
The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 13j: Submission of referees cards & teamsheets. 

i. Failure to submit Referee's Card within 5 days of the match. Fine £10: 19/11/11 – Div 2, Bredon; 26/11/11 – Div 1 Finlay Rovers, Div 4 Naunton Park Rovers; 03/11/11 – Div 2 Bredon, Div 4 Kings FC, Div 5 Smiths Athletic; 10/12/11 – Minor Charities Cup Leckhamptn Rovers; 17/12/11 – Div 1 Kings FC, Div 6 Pittville United

ii. Failure to submit Teamsheets within 5 days of the match.  Fine £5 for each missing teamsheet: 26/11/11 – Div 1 Finlay Rovers (both sheets missing), Div 4 Naunton Park Rovers (both sheets missing); 03/11/11 – Div 2 Bredon(both sheets missing), Div 4 Kings FC (both sheets missing), Div 5 Smiths Athletic (both sheets missing); 10/12/11 – Minor Charities Cup Leckhamptn Rovers (both sheets missing); 17/12/11 – Div 1 Kings FC (both sheets missing), Div 6 Pittville United (both sheets missing)

Treasurers Report.
League Treasurer reported that Cheltenham Borough Council have sent a list of pitch hires. He is currently going through this list which includes deduction costs for when clubs found on their arrival that changing rooms were closed. 

Referees

League Management Committee have decided that Referee Darren Bell is to be removed from the League Referees list with immediate effect following his earlier suspension. League Secretary to write to all clubs informing them that this Referee is not be used on any Cheltenham League games. League Secretary to also inform the GFA Referees Committee of this fact. 
Referees Secretary was working but provided the following:
He has received a letter from a Referee  in regards to a fixture he was appointed to along with another Referee. This  letter indicates that he was appointed by mistake by our previous Referees’ Secretary. League Treasurer to settle the amount of £28 to be paid to the referee for his costs. 
At this moment in time there is nothing of significance to report apart from that we are a

little sparse in the next 2 weeks for officials.

New League Rules for next season

Nick Oram reported that the League Rules Sub-Committee had met in December and considered Rule 10 for a very long amount of time. They are now on the home straight and have asked the League Management Committee to let them know if any of the remaining points under this rule are to be retained. 
Nick further reported that another body was required on the Committee and Nick will send out an email seeking volunteers. 

Action on all to inform Nick of anything on rule amendments as soon as possible. 

Fixtures
Fixures/Assistant Secretary reported that all fixtures have been updated and there is nothing outstanding. A completion date of the 28th April for the end of the season is still on target with no perceived problems at this time. 

Request from Upton Town FC Secretary to re-arrange games on 4th February (away v Andoversford) and 10th March (home v Belmore) due to two weddings taking place that a lot of Upton players will be attending. Request granted and Fixtures will be re-arranged 
 
Registrations
Nothing to report from our Registrations Secretary. 
Any Other Business
Welland v Smiths abandoned in the 62nd minute due to serious injury on 26/11/11. Welland were winning 2-0 at the time. This was discussed and the decision made to replay the game. 

League Secretary has had several expressions of interest for new teams to enter the League next season. Any formal applications will be looked at as normal; however given the amount of teams we lost this season due to lack of players, any new application will be very carefully examined. 
NEXT MANAGEMENT MEETING – Wednesday 22nd February 2012 
NEXT CLUB MEETING – Wednesday 25th January 2012 

Mandatory Attendance, but does not have to be the Club Secretary

