CHELTENHAM ASSOCIATION FOOTBALL LEAGUE

Minutes of the Management Committee Meeting  held on Wednesday 7th September  2011 at  The Victory Club, Lypiatt Road Cheltenham which commenced at 7-00 pm.

Attendees:

T.Onions (Chairman) I.Hamilton (Secretary) J.Hunt, P.Tustain, A.Clayton, M.Neave, B.Hill, C.Williams, R.Overington, N.Oram

1. Apologies for Absence – Gordon Cook, Bob Attwood, John Crowther, Dennis Barrett.
2. Minutes of the Previous Meeting
Held on Wednesday 20th July were read and accepted.
3. Matters Arising from the Minutes
GFA accepted the email from the League Secretary whereby our Referees’ Secretary was offered a place on the County Cup Committee with full voting rights. 

4. League Secretary Report
Endsleigh and Siddington both withdrew from the League citing unavailability of players. Dowty Dynamos withdrew their 1st team from Division 2 as they felt they had no chance of competing in Division 2 and only had sufficient players to compete in a side in Division 6. 
Smiths Division 5 informed the League Secretary that they did not have enough players to continue with 3 sides and offered their resignation from Division 5. (See more under Smiths attendance below)
Smiths Division 2 called off their game off at 11am Saturday 3rd Sept v Bibury and were subsequently invited to attend this meeting and inform the Management Committee of their plans going forward. (See more under Smiths attendance below)
Match based discipline – This has caused some confusion amongst clubs, but would need to bed down fully so all could understand the situation. However, when a referee cautions or sends off a player, it was business as usual in that a club will still hear from the GFA following receipt of the referees’ report. 
5. Correspondence
League Secretary has been talking to Ralph Pullin from Cheltenham Borough Council in regards to picking up from Peter Base’s absence and continue with the agreement to get Priors Farm pitch up to the correct standard for promotion to the Northern Senior League. Ralph confirmed that would happen and is going to arrange a meeting at the ground with the League Secretary to discuss. 
The League Secretary will also discuss the car parking issues with Ralph at Clyde Crescent. 

The League Secretary will also discuss with Ralph the Cricket usage on the CBC fields, whereby we have already had to move some fixtures to accommodate Cricket which is still ongoing. 

League Secretary to raise the issue with CBC of one pitch being lost to Rugby at KGV Cheltenham and the fact that all the Rugby pitches are nearest the changing rooms. 

6. Smiths attendance at 19:30hrs. 

Smiths were represented by their new Secretary John Tapp and their stand in Chairman Jimmy Edwards. 

Smiths gave a background on their current problems which including pulling out of their game v Bibury on Saturday 3/9/11 due to not being able to field a side. 

At the end of last season their GNSL manager left and most of the players did also. 

There was the hope from Smiths that the 2nd team would step up and fill the GNSL side albeit making it a weaker side. 

Clearly it has become clear that there are not the numbers of players to run 3 sides; hence initially the Division 5 side was offered to withdraw. This has not been accepted by the League Management Committee yet as this was going to be considered during this meeting. 

There have been further problems at the club with the Secretary who started the season also stepping down.

John Tapp has had to step in and try to pick up the pieces. 

John apologised profusely for being unable to field a side for the game v Bibury and will face the consequences this brings which will be a £15 fine and 3 points deduction. 

The Committee then deliberated whilst the Smiths representatives left the room. 

The Committee wanted to do all they could to help Smiths actually stay in existence and looked at the recent precedence set whereby Dowty Dynamos were permitted to withdraw their first team in Division 2, but keep their 2nd team in Division 6. 

The Committee therefore provided the options to Smiths and asked for a decision to be made by Monday 12th September at the latest. 

John Tapp and Jimmy Edwards thanked the Committee for their assistance and left the meeting to make their decision. 
7. GFA

Primary Cup draw out on paper, however the GFA seem to be having difficulties getting the draw onto the website, whereas the draw for the South based teams seems to be on their already. 
8. Rule Offences 
Report from Alan Clayton:

              August Rule Offences: 

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 2l - failure to send a copy of Club Accounts to the League Treasurer by July 24th - Fined £5 and suspended: Belmore, Bishops Cleeve, Broadway United, FC Barometrics, Finlay Rovers, Northway
The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 5i:  Late Payment of Invoices. Fined £15 and suspended: Priors, Real Whaddon
The following player has been charged in accordance with rule 8h: Signing for two clubs in the same competition: Fined 10: James Farmer - Cheltenham Saracens & Smiths Athletic

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 10f: Failure to fulfil a fixture

Fined £15 and 3 points deducted: 03/09/11 – Div 2 Smiths Athletic
The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 11b: Failure to Notify the Results Secretary of results or postponements:  

Fined £5 (first offence): 300/08/11 – Div 1 Apperley & Tewkesbury Dynamos (result received after 20:45), 01/09/11 – Div 2 Butlers FC (result received after 20:45), Smiths Athletic (result received after 20:45), Div 4 – Bourton Rovers (result received after 20:45), Div 6 – Hatherley FC (result received after 20:45) (result received after 20:45); 03/09/11 – Div 1 Real Whaddon (result received after 17:30), Div 3 C & G (result received after 17:30)

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 14b - withdrawal of a team after the AGM.  Fined £100: Dowty Dynamos
The following Clubs have been charged a £30 administration fee following suspension from the League for Rule Offences.  Belmore, Bishops Cleeve, Broadway United, FC Barometrics, Finlay Rovers, Northway, Priors, Real Whaddon
9. Treasurers Report
All invoices have now been settled apart from the Siddington FC one who have withdrawn from the league. 

10. Referees’
     Instruction issued from Management Committee to all Clubs that

       Clubs must contact Referees’ 2 days before a game or face a £5 fine. 
11. FA, GFA and Cheltenham League Rules

                  All the pre-reqs have gone into our rules as printed in the handbook. 
                        Nick Oram awaiting a PDF copy from the printers to update the      

                        Website. 

12. Fixtures
    All County Cup fixtures are now on Full-Time. Extra fixtures have               
     been added for some Clubs not involved. There was a request from 

     Falcons to postpone an extra fixture on September 24th. This was 

     declined and Falcons have been emailed. 

13. Registrations 
                         Investigations underway regarding Newlands FC playing Nathan Bargus 
                         while still on the CDP2 from owing £30 to Newton FC. 
14. Results Secretary

                  Ben Hill reported that some Clubs are still texting results in. This is 
                        voluntary and Clubs still have to actually ring results in. 

                        Ben reported that Clubs sometimes ring results in whilst in noisy 

                        changing rooms or outside in noisy conditions. Clubs run the risk 

                        of their result not being taken or understood and therefore could incur 

                        a fine. Please ensure you can be heard clearly when ringing in. 

                        Ben wanted to remind clubs that they should be taking advantage of 

                        the Gloucestershire Echo’s offer to run the match reports on a 

                        Tuesday night. Details of report format is actually printed in the paper. 

                        Ben wanted to further remind Clubs that only the home club need to 
                        send the team sheets in. 

15. Any Other Business
     Phil Tustain is concerned about the CDP forms that he might miss. 

       Players should know they are on the Debt list and should inform their

       new club or risk playing whilst not permitted to do so. 

       In future the CDP form will be sent to the GFA after the AGM.

       League Secretary raised the point about Assistant Referee marks being

       collated as in some games numerous people actually run the line. 

             This was actually a trophy presented by the RA. The Management

             Committee therefore made the decision to drop this collation with 

             immediate effect. 

             League Secretary raised the Apperley & Tewkesbury Dynamos 

             Changing room situation whereby they still have not met the League 

             conditions for having a team in Division 1. This despite the fact

             that they were previously given 2 years to get this achieved 3 years

             ago. The Management Committee is nevertheless sympathetic to 

             the Clubs’ struggle with the Council and the financial commitment

             required. Therefore the Club will be given until the end of the season 

             to achieve these conditions or face being moved out of the top 

             Division. League Secretary to email the Club Secretary. 
16. Date of next meeting – Wednesday 28th September 2011
