CHELTENHAM ASSOCIATION FOOTBALL LEAGUE

Minutes of the Management Committee Meeting held at the Victory Club, Cheltenham, on Thursday 9th September, 2010

Attendees: J Crowther, G Cook (in the chair),  I.Hamilton, J Hunt, P Tustain, A Clayton, 
 R Overington, C Williams, M Neave, B Hill
Apologies Denis Barrett, Nick Oram, B.Attwood, T. Onions.
Minutes of the meetings. Held on Wednesday 21st July were read and accepted. 
Matters Arising from the minutes. 

Chairman to speak to Pat Stiley regarding trophy to present. 
Handbook

--------------

The Chairman went to see the printers to draw a line under all the previous handbook issues and thus ensure a good working relationship ensued. The printers were prepared to discount our handbook invoice by £100 as a gesture of goodwill and this matter is now closed. 

League Secretary to put out one more amendment list with all the amendments listed together to aid clubs. 

League Secretary.

Ian Hamilton reported that it had been a very busy period with lots of handbook changes to collate as various clubs had already changed their secretaries since the season started. 
Ian reported and gained agreement from the attendees to look at the following:
Sponsorship of the league.

Benefits gained from advertising in the handbook – Currently we received a 10% discount from Don Brownings and Academy Sports donates match balls for the Charity Finals each year. 

There has been interest from several companies to join the 2 currently in partnership and this will be actively explored to benefit the league, the clubs and the referees. 

Ian also highlighted the Leagues’ Website being out of date and difficult to maintain. It was therefore decided to explore the possibility of a company undertaking a new Website construction exercise in an attempt to create a user friendly, easy to maintain and updated solution. (Ian to actively see what this is going to cost to set up)

Following discussion with several clubs, all clubs are asked to text their match results in where possible. However a phone call to report the result is still mandatory. 

Referee Andrew Smith is now GFA qualified and the committee decided he will be given a trial period of officiating League games.

A pitch at Plock Court used for a match between Phoenix and Falcons was reported as being unfit due to several large holes. The league secretary reported this to the pitch contractors who promised immediate action to rectify this situation. 

Dowty Rotol has had Creosote used previously to mark lines and subsequently pitches have been moved leaving these Creosote marks actually on the playing surface. Creosote is actually not permitted to be used on Sports Turf under COPR (Control of Pesticide Regulations) 1986. Clubs using Dowty Rotol for home games need to report this to their grounds-man with immediate effect to save players getting this on broken skin. 
Correspondence:   -  Correspondence Reported for Discussion

	

	
	These have been discussed and put on Correspondence

	Correspondence



	
	

	A
	Hatherley Rangers – Fixture v Kings on Saturday 4th September cancelled by Hatherley as they were unable to raise a side. Decision made to fine Hatherley as per league rules. Hatherley hope the situation will improve and they will be able to maintain a side for the season.

	B
	Hatherley Rangers v Tivoli – Abandoned in the 88th minute due to no more match balls being available. Decision made that result would stand. 

	C
	Bredon v Charlton Rovers – Request from Charlton Rovers to postpone the fixture in November. Decision approved, but this game now rescheduled for 25th September.

	D
	GFA reported that a Grant is available for IT equipment for the league. Decision made to apply for the Grant to ensure League officers can peform their role effectively where required. 

	E
	Stationary – All clubs should now have the appropriate stationary. Clubs to inform league secretary if require more. 

	F
	66 Star United who did not attend the club meeting then asked for handbooks and other stationary. Decision made to charge the club postage costs for the relevant materials posted to them. 

	G
	

	H
	

	I 
	


Rule Offences: 

Mr Alan Clayton provided the following information:
 August Rule Offences: 

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 5h:  Failure to deal satisfactorily with the business of the League Fine at discretion of Management Committee
i) Failure to be represented by Secretary or approved, nominated deputy for the duration of the Club Meeting - Fine £15:  66 Star United, Brockworth Albion, Gala Wilton, W.M.K. 

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 2l - failure to send a copy of Club Accounts to the League Treasurer by July 24th - Fine £5: Cinderford Town.
The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 5i:  Late Payment of Invoices – Fine £70* and suspended 
Invoices due 09/08/2010: Cinderford Town (invoice 10400, £85, club suspended 9/8/10), Finlay Rovers (invoice 10410, £85, club suspended 9/8/10), Prestbury Rovers (invoice 10425, £85, club suspended 9/8/10)
The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 8q: Playing an ineligible player – Fine £30 (two players), points gained from match deducted and further 3 points deducted: 04/09/10 – Div 2 Northleach Town
The results of the matches concerned were:

04/09/10 – Div 5
Falcons 6 - 2 Northleach Town

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 10f: Failure to fulfil a fixture - Fine £15 and 3 points deducted:  

02/09/10 – Div 2 Cinderford Town; 04/09/10 – Div 4 Hatherley Rangers; 07/09/10 – Div 4 Phoenix United
The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 14b - withdrawal of a team after the AGM.  Fine £100: Cleevonians

The following Clubs have been charged a £30 administration fee following suspension from the League for Rule Offences.  Cinderford Town, Finlay Rovers, Prestbury Rovers

* In considering Rule Offences, the Committee noted that 3 clubs were being reported for transgressions of three different rules, these being League Rule 2(b) and 8(f), as well as Charity Cup rule 2(a) when the rule violations resulted from a failure to pay a single invoice. It was agreed that the 3 clubs concerned would be charged with one transgression, this being rule 5(i), which related to the failure to pay the invoice, rather than the three separate rules offences. It was also agreed, however that the amount of the fine associated with rule 5(i) should be set at the total that would have been due had each club been charged with each separate rule offence.
Treasurers Report.

Matt Neave reported that all invoices had been received to date. He also reported that his aging PC was causing him problems. Grant offered by the GFA would take this requirement and the Chairmans requirement into account. 
Fixtures.
John Hunt reported that he has produced new fixtures for 25th September. Hanley Swan had sent a letter to John requesting postponement of their fixture that weekend. This was within the league rule of 4 weeks notice. League secretary to write to Hanley Swan stating the league were unhappy with this action but agreeing to the postponement. Hanley will be fined as per league rule. 
This weekend Northleach can not use their home pitch. John has therefore got them a pitch to use at KGV. Northleach will be invoiced for the cost of this pitch. 
Registrations.  
Phil Tustain reported that player Simon Large had signed for Tewkesbury Town on the 17th June and subsequently signed for Bredon on the 7th August. Simon would have to get a transfer to enable him to play for Bredon. 
Phil also reported that Luke Townsend had signed for Sherbourne Harriers on the 12th June and subsequently Northleach on the 19th July. He had then played for Northleach illegally on Saturday 4th. This has been dealt with under rule offence as above. 
John Robson signed a registration form on Wednesday but played the previous Saturday. This has been dealt with under rule offence as above. 

Northleach secretary to be written to by the League Secretary to ensure the above topics are understood. 
Any Other Business: 

The Referees Secretary reported that Divisions 5 & 6 and possible Division 4 would be without official referees this weekend due to shortage of available officials. Carl has had a very busy few weeks with re-appointments and it is hoped that this eases soon. 

The GFA county cup has not helped the refereeing appointments as the GFA just reappointed referees without informing Carl or giving him required notice. The GFA telephoned Carl on a Saturday evening asking for referees so they could brief in at a meeting on the Monday evening. This is unaccepted and action taken by the league secretary to write to Mr David Neale at the GFA to find a better way forward. 

Carl also reported that there was still a requirement for referee cards to be made available for referees. This was crucial for the referees to be able to mark the club assistant referees. Carl took an action to provide a template for the League Secretary to organise the appropriate stationary to be printed. 

Results Secretary Ben Hill reported that the results phone line should now be working ok and it was taking about 20 seconds per call. If the line is busy, please just ring back. Clubs are reminded they can also text their results in but it is mandatory to ring the result in to Ben. 
Clubs are also reminded that County cup results should also go to Ben and not Les Fisher as the handbook states. 

John Hunt will not be available from the 18th to the 25th September inclusively. 

Gordon Cook will not be available from the 22nd September to the 1st October inclusively. 

League management meetings that were moved to Thursdays, are now reverting to Wednesdays as the Victory Club have no rooms available on Thursdays. (New dates will be in the newsletter to go out later this week)

NEXT MEETING – WEDNESDAY, 29th September, 2010 Club Meeting K.O. 7pm
