CHELTENHAM ASSOCIATION FOOTBALL LEAGUE

Minutes of the Management Committee Meeting held at the Victory Club, Cheltenham, on Thursday 30th September, 2010

Attendees: J Crowther, B Attwood (in the chair),  I.Hamilton, J Hunt, P Tustain, A Clayton, 
 R Overington, B Hill, T.Onions, N.Oram
Apologies  G.Cook, M.Neave, C.Williams
Minutes of the meetings. Held on Thursday 9th September were read and accepted. 
Matters Arising from the minutes. 

Chairman to speak to Pat Stiley regarding trophy to present. (Chairman has not had a chance to meet up with Pat, but reported that Pat had a trophy in mind and he would follow this up and arrange to view it and then agree with Pat what the trophy will be called. 
League Secretary.

Ian Hamilton reported that it had been another busy period. 
A report had been received with zero marks for sportsmanship for Cheltenham Saracens in their game against Kings Reserves on Saturday 11th September. Action on League Secretary to contact Cheltenham Saracens secretary to get their clubs view of events during the game. (Done on Saturday 2nd October)
A report received from the secretary of Andoversford regarding their reserves late postponement on Saturday 11/9/10 v WMK. Reason given was that only 6 players were available for the game. Club has since confirmed that the outlook now looks brighter for the future. Club will be fined as per rule. 

A report received from the secretary of Falcons regarding their game v Dowty Dynamos on Thursday 9th whereby Dowty Dynamos refused to play the game as no official referee present even though Falcons had a chap ready to referee the game. Dowty Dynamos deducted 3 points and fined £15 as per rule. 
A request from the Hanley Swan secretary to postpone a game when at the time they had no allocated fixture due to a bye in the Worcestershire County Cup. A subsequent fixture had been allocated by the fixtures secretary. League secretary had written to Hanley Swan to express the leagues disappointment as the clubs should expect a game on every Saturday through-out the season. This had however been accepted as a misunderstanding from the club. Therefore the decision was made to fine the club £15 but not to deduct 3 points. 
A report was received from Butlers FC secretary regarding his experience of  being the agreed stand-in referee for the game v Gloucester Elmleaze on Saturday 18/9/10. Action on League Secretary to contact Gloucester Elmleaze for their record of events during that game. (Done on Saturday 2nd October)
Cinderford Town
Cinderford Town were asked to attend this meeting to provide the League with the necessary assurances that their club would be able to continue to operate a reserve side in the Cheltenham League.

Ashley Saunders (Club Chairman) and Clive Preest (Reserves Manager) attended.
Ashley commented that the club is still very committed to the league and they definitely want to carry on with their reserve team as a member of the league. 

Ashley also admitted that the administration side has been disappointing but hoped that the appointment of Club Secretary Rob Maskell would improve the situation. 

Clive Preest added that the late postponement of their game v Charlton Rovers on Saturday 11/09/10 was due to 4 players being injured, 4 on holiday or trouble getting back from holiday resulting in only 6 players being available. They now however have 25 players signed on and they also have a club mini-bus to get to games as their side was predominately a young side. Their main choice for home fixtures will remain as The Causeway, but there may be occasions when they have to use Harrow Hill. 

Cinderford Town were asked to leave the room whilst the committee came to a decision. 

The decision which was accepted by Cinderford Town was:

A suspended fine of £200 for this season on the basis that the Administration improves. This would cover all aspects of admin, from cancelling fixtures through to withdrawal of their club from the league. 

Cinderford were also informed that personal cheques were accepted for fines by the league treasurer as long as there was a covering letter detailing what the cheque was for accompanying the invoice number. 

Cinderford were also asked to familiarise themselves with the league rules in the handbook which comprehensively detail the administration aspects of the league. 
Decision on their late postponed fixture on the 11/09/10 was a deduction of 3 points and a £15 fine as per rule. 
Correspondence:   -  Correspondence Reported for Discussion

	

	
	These have been discussed and put on Correspondence

	Correspondence



	
	

	A
	Report from the GFA from a referee on a Cheltenham League game whereby the referee reported a Finlay FC player playing football whilst suspended. This is subject to action from the GFA. 

	B
	Report from the GFA regarding a player playing for Whaddon United in 2 games whilst still under suspension. This is subject to action from the GFA. 

	C
	Request from Broadwway United  to postpone a game on the 27th November granted. 

	D
	Request from Sherbourne Harriers to postpone a game on the 18th December granted. 

	E
	Stationary – New referee report cards were now available. Carl Williams to distribute to the referees. 

	F
	

	G
	

	H
	

	I 
	


Rule Offences: 

Mr Alan Clayton provided the following information:
 September Rule Offences: 

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 5h:  Failure to deal satisfactorily with the business of the League Fine at discretion of Management Committee
i) Failure to contact Results Secretary with match result (first report) –Fined £15: 25/09/10 – Senior Amateur County Cup Woodmancote
ii) Continual Maladmistration – Suspended Fine of £200: Cinderford Town
The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 5i:  Late Payment of Invoices. Fined £15 and suspended:
Invoices due 28/09/2010: 66 Star United (invoice 10442, £17.75, club suspended 29/09/10)

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 8b(2) Failure to send registration form 2 days after signing player on at match: 11/09/10 – Div 2 Prestbury Rovers received 1 day late second class stamp.

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 8Q - playing an ineligible player – Fined £15, points gained from match deducted and further action at the discretion of Management Committee: 01/09/10 – Div 4 Finlay FC (suspended player); 11/09/10 - Div 2 Prestbury Rovers (form No 2704 completed at pitch side, received through second class post by Registration Secretary 15/09/09)

The results of the matches concerned were:

11/09/10 – Div 2Prestbury Rovers 2 – 3 Charlton Rovers

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 10b:

i. Failure to supply two footballs fit for play. Fine £10: 25/09/10 – Div 1 Newton FC  

ii. Late Kick-offs (home team): 25/09/10 – Div 1 Newton FC (4 minutes late – fine £9)
iii. Late Kick-offs (away team): 11/09/10 – Div 4 Hatherley Rangers (10 minutes late – fine £6)
The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 10f: Failure to fulfil a fixture

Fined £15 and 3 points deducted:  09/09/10 – Div 2 Dowty Dynamos; 11/09/10 – Div 5 Andoversford; 18/09/10 – Div 2 Cinderford Town

Fined £15: Forthcoming Fixture - Hanley Swan
The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 11a: Failure to complete Result cards correctly.  Fine £5 for each offence

Club Referee Named: 01/09/10 – Div 4 Whaddon United; 02/09/10 – Div 2 Prestbury Rovers

Club Referee Marked: 01/09/10 – Div 4 Whaddon United, RSG; 02/09/10 – Div 2 Prestbury Rovers; 04/09/10 – Div 4 RSG; 18/09/10 – Div 6 Charlton Kings

No Registration Numbers: 18/09/10 – Div 6 Southside

No Sportsmanship Marks: 04/09/10 – Div 6 Priors
Incorrect Score: 11/09/10 – Div 6 Cheltenham Saracens (stated 0-0 was 2-10)

Referee Marks 60 or less with no letter: 02/09/10 – Div 1 Finlay Rovers; 04/09/10 – Div 2 Northleach Town; 11/09/10 – Div 2 FC Barometrics, Div 4 Hatherley Rangers, Whaddon United 

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 11c: Failure to submit a Match Result card to the Registration Secretary within 5 days of a match.  Fine £10:  04/09/2010 – Div 3 Belmore; 18/09/10 – Div 6 Pittville United, Hesters Way
The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 13j: Submission of referees cards & teamsheets. 

i. Failure to submit correctly completed Club Referee's Card within 5 days of the match. Fine £10: 18/09/10 – Div 4 Whaddon United  (No Score, no number of players); 25/09/10 – Div 2 Bredon (Incorrect Score – stated 1-2 was 1-3)

ii. Failure to submit Referee's Card within 5 days of the match. Fine £10: 09/09/10 – Div 3 Upton Town, Bourton Rovers

iii. Failure to submit Teamsheets within 5 days of the match.  Fine £5 for each missing teamsheet: 09/09/10 – Div 3 Bourton Rovers (both sheets missing) 
The following Clubs have been charged a £30 administration fee following suspension from the League for Rule Offences.  66 Star United
Treasurers Report.

Matt Neave sent his apologies for this meeting. 
Fixtures.
John Hunt reported that 18 fixtures have to be re-arranged due to the County Cups.
John also raised his concerns regarding clubs asking for fixtures to be postponed. 

It was hoped that Carl Williams being co-opted onto the GFA Cups Committee will ease the leagues position in finding out which referees have been taken from our league games to County Cup games. 
Registrations.  
Phil Tustain reported that registrations are still coming in including those signed on at pitch-side. However clubs are reminded that Phil still requires these forms through in a timely manner. Some clubs are on the above fine list for failing to get these to Phil during the agreed timeframe as per league rules. 
Any Other Business: 

Nick Oram raised the topic of clubs from the Cheltenham League getting promotion to the Gloucestershire Northern Senior League.

Nick stated that as far as he was aware, none of the Cheltenham Borough Council pitches are likely to meet the requirements of the Northern Senior League especially as Whaddon Rec has lost it use of the car park. At this stage of the season if a team using a CBC pitch wins the league, it is likely they will not be promoted. In addition, if the champions of the other two feeder leagues to the GNSL (The North Glos and the Stroud) are acceptable to the GNSL and a former Cheltenham League team finishes in the bottom 2 of GNSL Div 2, the Cheltenham League will be obliged to have 15 teams in its First Division next season!

Action on League Secretary to write to Dave Purser (Copying John Green) asking him if he could consider inspecting CBC facilities and advising accordingly. (Done on Saturday 2nd October)
Nick also advised that it was time to consider ordering all the trophies and medals for the end of the season. Ian Hamilton advised that he was currently looking into all possibilities for this to include looking at competition for the work previously awarded to Don Brownings. 

Ben Hill reported that the Woodmancote Secretary (Andrew Staines) had a new mobile number and it was 07772927558.

Ben also reported that John Palmer (Glos Echo Sports Reporter) was happy to receive reports from Saturdays Cheltenham League fixtures. Ben will attempt to co-ordinate a weekly round-up for John. (Also becomes part-time press officer for the league)

John Hunt reported that the SMS needs updating. (John was carefully persuaded to do this update himself)

Bob Overington reported hot off the press that Hatherley Rangers have been through a very difficult time this season and had unfortunately had to pull their team out of the Gloucestershire Northern Senior League. 

The good news for the Cheltenham League however is that they are going to maintain their side in our league. 

Ian Hamilton reported that both the Chairman and the Treasurers IT systems were on their last legs and these were affecting their ability to conduct league business. Ian proposed that he would apply for the FA grant for IT equipment for these two officers, however, the league has to purchase them first out of their funds and then put the invoices in with the grant application. Ian proposed that we buy these anyway and if we were successful in the grant application, that would be excellent, but if we were not, then the league should foot the expected £1000 outlay. The committee gave their total backing to this. 
Ian Hamilton reported that he had been approached by 3 different sets of people to update the League website and make it more user friendly. 

Ian advised that an immediate outlay of around £200 would get the website updated within 3 weeks and the website would then become much easier to load new information. Views of all the clubs could then be gained about what decision we consider long term, but short term any out dated information can be easily deleted. 

Ian Hamilton reported that both he and the Referee’s secretary had been amazed at their own ill treatment whilst out officiating on Cheltenham League games. Indeed the Cheltenham League have actually lost one young referee this season already due to abuse received during a game. This is therefore a warning to clubs who must recognise that currently the Cheltenham League is extremely short of  match officials. Treatment dished out to 2 of the most experienced officials is unwelcome and will only result in more officials not offering their services to league games. 
This is not a general dig at all clubs as I am aware of the respect shown to officials by the great majority of Cheltenham League clubs, however such abuse and lack of respect to match officials whether they be officially appointed referees or agreed referees by both clubs on the day will not and should not be tolerated. 
Phil Tustain asked about any progress with League sponsorship. Ian Hamilton reported that he has been contacted by 2 companies interested in following up on this but with this planned for next season, progress may begin to gather pace as we head into 2011. 

NEXT MEETING – WEDNESDAY, 27th October, 2010  Meeting K.O. 7pm
