CHELTENHAM ASSOCIATION FOOTBALL LEAGUE

Minutes of the Management Committee Meeting held at the Victory Club, Cheltenham, on Wednesday 25th May, 2011
Attendees: G.Cook,  B.Attwood, I.Hamilton, J Hunt,  M.Neave,
 R Overington, B.Hill, T.Onions, P.Tustain, N.Oram.
Apologies  C.Williams, A.Clayton,  J.Crowther,  D.Barrett
Minutes of the previous meeting. 
Held on Wednesday 20th April were read and accepted. 
Matters Arising from the minutes. 
Clubs emailed with details of how to get hold of Carl Williams on a Saturday morning and his specific football number. (New scheme to be try to improve things next year to be briefed at the AGM)
League Secretary contacted the GFA to ascertain if there was anything more they could suggest as a means of stopping the practices of urinating pitch side. (Awaiting reply)

League Secretary.
All clubs who applied received their allocation of FA Cup Final tickets. 
10 new teams put forward for approval at the AGM for next season, namely : 
Bibury, Newlands Athletic, Hatherley FC, Cleeve FC, Naunton Park Rovers, Shurdington Rovers (2 teams), Tivoli Rovers Reserves, Moreton Rangers Reserves, Welland.

Northway Reserves were rejected and their Secretary informed in writing as to the reasons why. 
New clubs notified as to where the Management Committee would be suggesting for approval at the AGM as to the Divisions they would be placed in. 

Several clubs have contacted the League Secretary asking if they are going to be promoted next season as they finished in the top 4 of their division. The new proposed constitution would be put before the AGM for proposal and will contain all appropriate details. 

Supplementary forms due in to the League Secretary (In Hard Copy please) by close of play on the 1st June. A few have appeared, but lots still outstanding. 

Correspondence
Rejection of Northway Reserves put in writing to Northway Secretary.
Contacted Cinderford Town by post in regards to their outstanding monies owed to the league following their withdrawal as nil response was received by email. This did the trick as outstanding monies have now been paid. 

Letter of thanks to Cheltenham Town, Bishops Cleeve and Cheltenham Saracens on behalf of the League for hosting the Charities Finals and in Bishops Cleeve’s and Cheltenham Saracens case various Semi-Finals as well. 

Sponsorship letter sent to GMB who are interested in sponsoring our Charities competition. 

League Secretary already notified by some clubs of their clubs planned attendance at the AGM when they are not available. This is highlighted on page 17 of the handbook under rule (H). 
GFA
GFA unhappy that the League did not send our Referees Secretary to the Referees Seminar at the GFA. Referees Secretary was actually out of the country on business. League Secretary to write to the GFA with an apology. 
Rule Offences: 

Mr Alan Clayton provided the following information:
May Rule Offences: 

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 5h:  Failure to deal satisfactorily with the business of the League Fine at discretion of Management Committee
i) Failure to contact Results Secretary with match result (first report) –Fine £15: 23/04/11 – Div 5 Andoversford
The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 5i:  Late Payment of Invoices. Fined £15 and suspended:

Invoices due 16/04/2011: Belmore (invoice 10618, £55, club suspended 16/05/10), Broadway United (invoice 10620, £55, club suspended 16/05/10), Elmbridge Old Boys (invoice 10624, £60, club suspended 16/05/10), Fintan (invoice 10628, £40, club suspended 16/05/10)

Payment Returned by bank: Belmore (invoices 10538 and 10569, £15 and £21.50, club suspended 08/05/10)

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 10b:

i. Late Kick-offs (away team): 30/04/11 – Div 3 Churchdown Panthers (25 minutes late – fine £10); 03/05/11 – Div 6 Northleach Town (27 minutes late – fine £10) 
The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 10e: Playing with less than 11 players: 30/04/11 – Div 3 Churchdown Panthers (9 players - fine £10)

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 10f: Failure to fulfil a fixture - Fine £15 and 3 points deducted:  12/04/11 – Div 1 Broadway United, Div 6 Hesters Way United; 23/04/11 – Div 4 66 Star United

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 11a: Failure to complete Result cards correctly.  Fined £5 for each offence:

Club Referee Named: 28/04/2011 – Div 1 Whaddon United, Div 2 Prestbury Rovers; 30/04/2011 – Div 6 Hesters Way United

Club Referee Marked: 28/04/11 – Div 2 Prestbury Rovers
Incorrect Referees Name: 19/04/2011 - Div 3 Tewkesbury Town (Named E Triana was D Watts)
No Sportsmanship Marks: 28/04/11 – Div 1 Whaddon United

No Referee Named: 23/04/11 – Div 6 Winchcombe Town 
No Referees Marks: 23/04/11 – Div 6 Winchcombe Town

Referee Marks 60 or less with no letter: 07/05/11 – Div 1 Finlay Rovers

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 11b: Failure to Notify the Results Secretary of results or postponements:  

Fined £5 (first offence): 19/04/11 – Div 2 FC Barometrics (result notified after 21:15); 23/04/11 – Div 1 Winchcombe Town (result notified after 17:15), Div 2 Northway (result notified after 17:15), Div 5 Leckhampton Rovers (result notified after 17:15); 07/05/11 – Div 1 Winchcombe Town (result notified after 17:15)

Fined £10 (second offence): 23/4/11 – Div 6 Cheltenham Saracens (result notified after 17:15); 07/05/11 – Div 3 Smiths Athletic (result notified after 17:15)

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 11c: Failure to submit a Match Result card to the Registration Secretary within 5 days of a match.  Fined £10: 16/04/2011 – Div 1 Siddington, Div2 Brockworth Albion, Northway, Div 4 66 Star United, Div 6 Cheltonians; 23/04/2011 – Div 1 Newton FC; 30/04/2011 – Div 2 FC Barometrics, Div 3 Churchdown Panthers, Div 5 FC Barometrics, Div 6 Fintan

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 11c: Failure to submit a Match Result card to the Registration Secretary within 10 days of a match.  Club Suspended: 30/04/11 – Div 6 Fintan
The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 13c: Failure to provide a club linesman for the whole match.  Fined £5:  23/04/11 – Div 1 Bishops Cleeve 

The following clubs have been charged in accordance with rule 13j: Submission of referees cards & teamsheets. 

i. Failure to submit Referee's Card within 5 days of the match. Fined £10: 26/04/11 – Div 3 Upton Town; 30/04/11 – Div 5 Sherborne Harriers; 07/05/11 – Div 1 Winchcombe Town, Div 3 Belmore

ii. Failure to submit correctly completed Club Referee's Card within 5 days of the match. Fined £10:  16/04/11 – Div 4 Star FC (no score, no number of players); 28/04/11 – Div 2 Prestbury Rovers (no score, no number of players); 30/04/11 – Div 6 Hesters Way United (no score, no number of players)

iii. Failure to submit Teamsheets within 5 days of the match.  Fined £5 for each missing teamsheet: 30/04/11 – Div 5 Sherborne Harriers (both sheets missing); 07/05/11 – Div 1 Winchcombe Town (both sheets missing), Div 3 Belmore (both sheets missing)

The following Clubs have been charged a £30 administration fee following suspension from the League for Rule Offences.  Belmore x 2, Broadway United, Elmbridge Old Boys, Fintan x 2

Treasurers Report.

League Treasurer provided a detailed report which will be circulated prior to the AGM for clubs to study and then be able to ask questions of the League Treasurer on the evening if required. This has already been audited. 
There is the big issue of the drop in fines which has actually dropped by £2000 over this season. 

This is good news on the fines front as clubs appear to be administering their duties much better, but it is bad news on League operating costs where revenue has dropped so significantly. If the trend continues, other means of raising revenue will have to be explored. Sponsorship is just one area that is being looked at. 
There are still some major differences with Cheltenham Borough Council in regards to pitch hire. 

Clubs that use Council Pitches will unfortunately have to be invoiced their share of the £320 owed to the Council due to the Council’s late notification of pitch hire increases.  This cannot be absorbed by the League as not all League clubs use Council pitches. 
The League will actively look at moving the responsibility of Council pitch booking and payment back to those clubs involved as the overhead is becoming an onerous one. 

Following a successful Charity Cup campaign over the season, a healthy £3200 will be split between our 4 nominated charities. (So £800 each)

The Committee voiced a vote of thanks to Matt for a very clear report and all his hard work producing it. 

Referees
Carl Williams was not at the meeting due to illness, but did pass on his aim to brief the clubs on his referee allocation for next seasons game. Basically 1st and 2nd Division fixtures would get official referees first then the other divisions would take turns to be the ones missing out if referees are in short supply. 
Letter sent offering the Leagues condolences to League Referee Phil Pawsey over the recent sad loss of his son. 

New League Rules for next season
These have been approved by the GFA and will be circulated prior to the AGM for club approval. There are only minor changes to report. 
Fixtures.
John Hunt reported that is planned to commence season 2011/2012 on Tuesday 30th August 2011. 

The proposed increase to 15 teams in division 2 leaves little room for movement and all possible dates will be used. 

The league is scheduled to end by Saturday 5th May 2012 and the leagues’ default position on clubs asking for postponement will be ‘ no’ unless a very good reason is produced.  So request for postponements regarding Stag weekends, etc will not get approved. Clubs are expected to be available to play on any Saturday through-out the season. 
John to talk to CBC regarding clubs administering their own booking and payment for Council pitches for next season. 

Registrations.  
Clubs are reminded and Phil Tustain has emailed clubs to let him know via the CDP1 form available on the League website if players still owe them money. No other form of communication on this topic will be accepted. 
Any Other Business
Academy Sports balls were not required for the Finals this year so the company have agreed to look at supplying jackets to the League for officers to use when on official League business such as manning the gates at various Charity games. League Secretary to contact the company to discuss. 
Sportmanship Marks – The winners for the season will be invited to accept their trophy at the AGM on Wednesday June 15th. 
Referees Trophy for the highest marked referee will be awarded at the AGM on Wednesday June 15th.  

League Sponsorship – The GMB have been approached to ask if they wish to sponsor the Charities Cup for next season and discussions ongoing with several companies to sponsor the actual League for next season. 
Nick Oram reported from the Northern Senior League AGM that no Cheltenham League club had been elected for that League for next season which was very disappointing for Real Whaddon who had gained agreement with Cheltenham Borough Council to make the necessary improvements to Priors. This has to be looked at for the future and the Fixtures Secretary is asking CBC to prepare Priors as if it was for the NSL for next season so a club could potentially be promoted and play on that pitch at the next level. 

Committee members who stood manning the various gates at the Semi-Finals made a request for some warm jackets to cater for colder conditions. Committee would look into this. 

Honorarium to the League officers was agreed to be set at the same levels as last year. This will now go forward for approval at the AGM on Wednesday 15th June. 
All paperwork and agenda for the AGM to be forwarded by Wednesday 1st June. 

Charities Cup sub committee for season 2011/2012 will comprise of: Ian Hamilton, John Hunt, Matt Neave, Bob Overington, Carl Williams and Ben Hill. 

All officers have agreed to stand for their positions for next season subject to approval at the AGM, however there are still some vacancies outstanding. Please contact the League Secretary if you wish to be nominated. 

NEXT MANAGEMENT MEETING – TBA
IMPORTANT INFORMATION  AGM  NOW – WEDNESDAY, June 15th, 2011.  Meeting K.O. 7.15pm

